DE 00-270

ConoorD ELECTR € CowpAaNY AND EXETER & HAMPTON ELECTR ¢ CavPANY

Petition of Concord Electric Conpany and Exeter & Hanpton
El ectric Conpany for Waiver of PUC 1203. 05(b)

Order NILSI Order Approving Waiver

ORDER NO 23, 644

March 5, 2001

On February 5, 2001, Concord Electric Conpany (CEC)
and Exeter & Hanmpton Electric Conpany (E&H) (collectively “the
Conpanies”) filed a letter and Petition for Wiiver of PUC
1203.05(b). This rule requires rate changes occurring as a
result of fuel and purchased power adjustment clauses and fuel
adj ust nent cl auses shall be inplenmented on the basis of bills
rendered on or after the effective date of the approved rate
change. The letter details the Conpanies’ progress in
converting their billing systens frombills rendered to
service rendered as ordered by the Conmm ssion in Order No.
23,611 (Decenmber 29, 2000). The Petition requests the
Comm ssion to permanently waive Puc 1203.05(b) in order to
i npl ement all future rate changes on a service rendered basis.
The petitioners also request that the change in billing not
take effect until the Conpanies’ next rate change.

I n support of their Petition, the Conpanies state

that the rule, which the Comm ssion waived when it ordered the
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Conpani es to change billing systens, “does not contenpl ate
changes between two billing methodol ogies”. Additionally,
changing billing systens requires tine and resources, and
granting the permanent waiver will allow for efficient
pl anning. In support of delaying the system change-over, the

Conpani es point out that changing bills to service rendered

wi Il have no inpact on bills until rates change. Delaying the
conversion will give the Conpanies the opportunity to notify
custoners of the billing change.

The Comm ssion prefers the Conpanies to remain on a
service rendered billing systemand finds it would be
inefficient to require the Conpanies to request a waiver of
Puc 1203.05(b) for every Fuel and Purchase Power Adj ust nent
filing. Therefore, the Conm ssion will grant the Conpanies a
per manent wai ver of 1203.05(b). Because changing billing
systens at this point in time will have no inpact on custoner
bills, we will also allow the Conpanies to del ay
i npl ementation until such tinme as rates are changed. W
expect the Conpanies to performas close as possible to 100
percent actual meter readings for the periods prior to and
during the rate change in order to mnimze re-billing during

t he conversion period.



DE 00-270 - 3-

Based upon the foregoing, it is hereby

ORDERED NI SI, that Puc 1203.05(b) is pernmanently
wai ved for Concord Electric Conpany and Exeter & Hanpton
El ectric Conpany; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that Concord El ectric Conpany and
Exeter & Hanpton Electric Conpany change their billing systens
frombills rendered to service rendered at the tine of the
Conpani es’ next rate change; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Petitioner shall cause a
copy of this Order Nisi to be published once in a statew de
newspaper of general circulation or of circulation in those
portions of the state where operations are conducted, such
publication to be no |ater than March 12, 2001 and to be
docunmented by affidavit filed with this office on or before
March 19, 2001; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that all persons interested in
responding to this petition be notified that they may submt
their comments or file a witten request for a hearing on this
matter before the Comm ssion no |ater than March 22, 2001; and
it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that any party interested in
respondi ng to such comments or request for hearing shall do so

no later than March 26, 2001; and it is
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FURTHER ORDERED, that this Order Nisi shall be

effective April 5, 2001, unless the Comm ssion provides
otherwise in a supplenental order issued prior to the
ef fective date.

By order of the Public Utilities Comm ssion of New

Hampshire this fifth day of March, 2001.

Douglas L. Patch Susan S. Ceiger Nancy Brockway
Chai r man Comm ssi oner Comm ssi oner

Attested by:

Thomas B. CGetz
Executive Director and Secretary



